
 

S p o o n e r  V i c a r s  p r o v i d e  l i n e  f l e x i b i l i t y  d o w n  u n d e r   

 

Few  instances  of  l ine  f lexib i l i ty  ref lect  the  changing needs of  m odern  

m anufactur ing  m ore than Spooner  V icars ’  response to  A ustra l ian  b iscuit  

m akers ,  A rnott ’s .  

 

W ith  over  80 product ion  l ines,  A rnott ’s  had to  respond to  a  chal lenging m arket-

p lace  w ith  a  product ion  process  that  w ould  del iver  im proved qual i ty ,  f lex ib i l i ty  

and eff ic iency –  and,  crucia l ly ,  w ith  the  shortest  poss ib le  changeover  betw een 

products .  

 

The rev iew  of  A rnott ’s  ent ire  m anufactur ing  approach extended to  the  

com pany’s  tw o p lants  in  M ar leston and H unt ingw ood,  both  w ith  s ignif icant ly  

d i f fer ing  needs.  

 

Spooner  V icars ’  Sales  D irector ,  D xxxxx Bxxxxxx,  w as a l l  too  aw are  of  the  

contrast ing  chal lenges throw n up by  the  tw o m anufactur ing  p lants :  

 

“A t  M ar leston,”  sa id  D xxxxx,  “the  requirem ent  w as for  a lm ost  tw o ident ica l  

l ines  capable  of  producing sheeted,  rotary ,  m oulded,  w ire-cut ,  deposited  and 

co-extruded b iscuits .   At  Hunt ingw ood,  by  contrast ,  Spooner  V icars  had to  

address  the  chal lenges of  a  h ig h  capacity  l ine  producing A rnott ’s  w el l-know n 

snack cracker  range.”  

 

W orking c losely  w ith  A rnott ’s  m anagem ent,  process  and engineer ing  people ,  a  

set  of  specif icat ions  w as ident i f ied  by  Spooner  V icars ’  technical  team  and then 

tested out  on  fu l l -s ize  product ion  l ines  at  the  com pany’s  U K  Test  C entre .  

 

The equipm ent  se lected for  the  extensive  product  range at  M ar leston inc ludes  a  

Ser ies  2000 sheet ing  l ine  w ith  rotary  cutter ,  a  Ser ies  2000 rotary  m oulder ,  a  

V 45 co-extruder  and 4100 depositor .   Extra  f lexib i l i ty  w as bui l t  into  the  l ine  

w ith  the  potent ia l  to  add a  granola  form ing m achine in  the  future.   

 



W ith such a  d iverse  product  range at  the  M ar leston factory ,  oven se lect ion  w as 

cr i t ica l  to  l ine  perform ance.   A rnott ’s  and Spooner  V icars  decided on  a  

D G F/direct  forced convect ion  hybr id  oven to  provide  the  necessary  baking 

f lex ib i l i ty ,  contro l  and quick  response t im e.  

 

A t  H unt ingw ood,  the  requirem ent  w as quite  d i f ferent .   For  the  h igh  output  

snack cracker  l ine ,  the  equipm ent  suppl ied  inc luded a  Spooner  V icars  h igh -

speed m ixer ,  autom atic  dough rest ing  system ,  Ser ies  2000 lam inator ,  cutt ing  

m achine w ith  rotary  cutter  and a  122-m etre  d irect  gas-f i red  oven.   A gain ,  

Spooner  V icars  w orked c losely  w ith  A rnott ’s  to  ensure  a l l  equipm ent  m et  w ith  

their  str ingent  product ion,  h ygiene and engineer ing  standards.  

 

C om m enting  on  the  ro le  of  Spooner  V icars  in  w hat  w as a  m ajor  re-organisat ion  

of  A rnott ’s  m anufactur ing  capabi l i ty ,  D xxxxx Bxxxxx pointed to  h is  com pany’s  

exper ience of  provid ing  turnkey so lut ions:  

 

“W ith  the  em phasis  on  technical  know -how  and attent ion  to  deta i l ,”  he  sa id ,  

“Spooner  V icars  can respond to  v ir tual ly  any  s i tuat ion  w here  l ine  f lex ib i l i ty  is  

taken for  granted.   O ur  technical  experts  can m odify  and f ine -tune any p iece of  

equipm ent  and test  i t  to  destruct ion  to  m a ke sure  i t  f i ts  in  w ith  even the  m ost  

dem anding product ion  requirem ents .”  

 

 

N O T E S  F O R  E D I T O R S  

 

•  M erseyside-based Spooner  V icars  has  designed,  m anufactured and 

suppl ied  m achinery  and bakery  products  for  over  150 years  and is  now  a  

leading internat ional  nam e in  h igh  qual i ty  bakery  equipm ent.  

•  Spooner  V icars  can provide  custom ers  w ith  a  com plete  turnkey serv ice  

from  design  to  insta l lat ion  and com m iss ioning.  

•  Spooner  V icars  com bines  the  latest  technological  advances  and 

innovat ions  to  provide  a  fu l l  serv ice  from  product  developm ent  to  

equipm ent  se lect ion  to  after-sa les  serv ice  and m aintenance.  

 



D etai ls  of  Spooner  V icars ’  fu l l  range of  equipm ent  can be  seen on  the  

com pany’s  w eb-s ite .  

 

F o r  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n t a c t :  

 


